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Appendices 

Appendix II: Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary Regulations 

This version of the FGBNMS regulations is the 
2012. 

version published in the Federal Register in April 

Title 15
PART 922—NATIONAL MARINE SANC
Subpart L—Flow

: Commerce an

er Garden Banks Na

d Foreign Trade 

tional Marine Sanctuary  

  
TUARY PROGRAM REGULATIONS   

§ 922.120 Boundary. 

The Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary (the Sanctuary) consists of three separate 
areas of ocean waters over and surrounding the East and West Flower Garden Banks and Stetson 
Bank, and the submerged lands thereunder including the Banks, in the northwestern Gulf of Mexico. 
The area designated at the East Bank is located approximately 120 nautical miles (nmi) south-
southwest of Cameron, Louisiana, and encompasses 19.20 nmi2. The area designated at the West 
Bank is located approximately 110 nmi southeast of Galveston, Texas, and encompasses 22.50 nmi2. 
The area designated at Stetson Bank is located approximately 70 nmi southeast of Galveston, Texas, 
and encompasses 0.64 nmi2. The three areas encompass a total of 42.34 nmi2 (145.09 square 
kilometers). The boundary coordinates for each area are listed in appendix A to this subpart.  
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and the geographic area delineated by the Department of the Interior in stipulations for OCS lease 
sale 171 over and surrounding Stetson Bank, as areas in which activities associated with exploration 
for, development of, or production of hydrocarbons are prohibited. The precise aliquot part 
description of these areas around the East and West Flower Garden Banks are provided in appendix 
B of this subpart; the no-activity zone around Stetson Bank is defined as the 52 meter isobath. These 
particular aliquot part descriptions for the East and West Flower Garden Banks, and the 52 meter 
isobath around Stetson Bank, define the geographic scope of the “no-activity zones” for purposes of 
the regulations in this subpart. The descriptions for the East and West Flower Garden Banks no-
activity zones are based on the “1/41/41/4” system formerly used by the Department of the Interior, 
a method that delineates a specific portion of a block rather than the actual underlying isobath. 

Code flag "A" (“alpha” dive flag) or the red and 
fro
SCUBA divers exit the water and re
guidelines relating to sports diving 
Gulf of Mex
(3)(i) Discharging or depositing from within or 
except: 
(A)
hook and line gear in the Sanctuary, provided that
conduct of such fishing within the Sanctuary; 
(B)
sanitation d
Federal W
lock m
(C)
water, clean bilge water, or anchor w
(D)
(E)
necessarily discharged incidental 
in those areas and in accordance with the shun
discharge injures a Sanctuary resource or quality. 
(ii)

§ 922.122 Prohibited or otherw

(a)
prohibited and thus are unlawful for any pers
(1)
zones and provided all drilling cu
downpipe that term
(2)
(ii)
registered length m
(iii)

 Except as specified in paragrap

 Exploring for, developing, or 

 (i) Anchoring any vessel within the Sanctuary. 

m

 Discharging or depositing, from

 Mooring any vessel within the Sanctuary, excep

 In areas of the Sanctuary outside the no-activ

 Clean vessel deck wash down, 

 Clean ef

 Fish, fish parts, chumming m

 Engine exhaust; 

 Mooring a vessel in the Sanc

 that vessel is in the water and rem

arine sanitation devices in a manner that pr
ater Pollution Control Act,
e
fluent generated incidental to vessel 

i

vice (U.S. Coast Guard classification

co. 

a

inates an appropriate distance

y moor to a Sanctuary m

ise regulated activities  

tuary without clearly displaying th

a

producing oil, gas, or m
ttings and drilling fluids are 

to the exploration for, develop

terials, or bait us

hs (c) through (h) of this sec

clean vessel engine cooling water,

as contained within "Special No

 beyond the bounda

turn back on

a

 as am

sh; 

oving the “al

ended (F

ooring buoy. 

on to conduct or to cause to be conducted: 

ting requirements of paragraph (a)(1) unless such 

into th

 board the v

white “sports diver” flag

use by an operable Type I or Type II m

ity zone

, but no m

 

)

events d

 such discharge or deposit occurs during the 

 approved in accordan

ed in or resulting from

t that vessels 100 feet (

pha” d

W

e San

P

ries of

CA), 33 U.S.C. 1

s, dr

inerals 

isch

i

or

v

ctuary any m

e
e

illing cuttin

e

ssel, con

 the Sanctuary, any m

shunted to the seabed through a 

 flag or “sp

a

 than ten meters, from

tion, the following activities are 

rge or d

m

except o

en

tice to Mariners" (00-208) for the 

e blue and white International 

t of, or production of oil or gas 

 clean vessel ge

sis

epo

aterial or o

ce with sectio

tent with U.S. Coast Guard 

gs and drilling fluids 

utside of all no-activity 

orts div
 whenever a SCUBA diver 

322.  Vessel operators must 

 fishing with conventional 

sit of untreated sewage; 

30.48 m

er” flag after all 

eters) or less in 

a

ther m

 the seabed. 

terial or other 

nerator cooling 

n 312 of the 
arine 

atter 

 



 

 
126 

Appendices 

to exploration for, develop
(d)
necessary to respond to em
(e)(1) The prohibitions in paragraphs
being carried out by the Departm
(January 18,
im
this section do not apply to any new activities carr
have the potential for any signi

m
enters the Sa
(4)
under § 922.
on the seab
(5)
coralline algae or other plant, m
Sanctuary. 
(6)
am
seq., and the Endangered Species Act, as am
(7)
Notwithstan
of fishing with conventional hook and line 
(8)
colle
or any other gear, device,

use of conventional hook and line gear). 
(10)
through it or for valid law enforcement purposes, 
except conv
(11)
electrical ch
(b)
when issued
protective of
(c)
necessa

activ
and qualitie
resources or qualities m
this se

(9)
except for v
coralline algae or other plant, m

a

pact on Sanctuary resources and qualities. The pr

 The p

 The prohibitions in paragraphs

 Injuring,

 Drilling into, dredging, or otherw

 If any valid regulation issued

 Killing, injuring, attracting, 

 Taking a

 Injuring or rem

 Posses

ended, pro

tter, except those listed in para

 Possessing or using within the Sanctuary, 

 Posses

ities sh

ct, or f

ction by the Dire

ry ac
roh

sing within th

 

ed of the Sanctuary.  

e

s

s
all be car

a

entional 

arges with

 catching, harvesting, collecting, or fe

ding the abo

, conf

 1994). Such activitie

ny m

i

ibitions in p

122(c)); or constructing,

ed, any f

tivitie

 Sanctuary resour

.

nctuary and injur

lid law enforcem

ng, excep

 New activities with the

mulgated under the Marine Mammal Protection Act, as am
a

licts w

s cond

rine mammal or tu

oving, or atte

hook and line gear. 

rie

ish within th

in
t for valid law enforcem

c

d

a

e Sanctua

t

a

 the Sanctu

ith a Sanc

v

ucted in area

 out in a m

y be exem
or af

 equipm

ragraphs (a

e, the in

m

ergencies threaten

ent of, or 

te

es 

ent purposes, any carb

ces and qualities shall govern. 

fican

r con

touching, or disturbing a ray or 

a

a

m

a Sanctuary resource or quality. 

 by any Federal authority of com

rine invertebrate,

ri

e

ent, or m
r

graphs (a)(3)(i) (A) through (D) of 

e Sanctua

s shall be carried out in a m

cid

pting to injure or rem

nt of Defense a

 (a) (2) through (11) of this 

tu

y (rega

ne invertebrate,

pted fro

ary. 

anner th
t adverse im

ary regu

sulta

)(2)(i), (a)(

ental and un

 placing, or abandoning any struct
ise altering 

rtle within the 

 (a) (2) through (11) of this se

 potential

s of
production of oil or gas in those areas. 

 

 

tion be

 the Sanc

rdle
ean

m

gear is exem

r

at mi

y by use of

ended, 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq. 

latio

 the pr

ing life, property, or the environm

ss of 
s except by use of conven

 for significant advers

en

ex

4), and (a)(11) of this section do not apply to 

tw

pacts on Sanctuar

the seabed of

nim

n

inten

t purposes, or using explosives or releasing 

cept posse

s

any fishing gear, device, equipm

 

eding, or a

 brine-seep biot

 brine-seep biota, 

ied out by the Departm

, the regu

 of the effective date of

tuary ou

een the Directo

where collected, caug

ohibitions in paragraphs 

Sanctua

ohibitions in paragraphs 

onate rock, coral or ot

izes any

tional injury to a ray or whale s

 botto

ove, any coral or other bottom

pted from

tside the no-

r

ss

lation deem
 

y, except a

t

 adverse im

m longlines,

a

tem

ing while pa

 the Sanctu

section do not apply to activities 

nner that minim

whale shark in th

p

p

 this prohibition. 

a, or carbonate rock within the 

r

y resources or qualities. Such 

ting to injure, c

etent jurisdiction, regardless of 

 and th

ction do not apply to activities 

or fish (except for fish caught by 

e im

this section, that subsequently 

ure,

ac

s perm

ed by the Director as m

tional hook and line gear. 

pact on Sanctuary resou

h

ended, 16 U.S.C. 1361 et 

pacts on Sanctuary 

ary (except as

e

tivit

 traps, ne

e Departm

t, harves

 Sanctuary designation 

ssing withou

  

nt of Defense that do not 

her bottom for

 m

(a) (2) through (11) of 

(a) (2) through (11) of 

aterial, or other m

y zones and incidental 

itted by

izes any adverse 

ent. 

e San

a

ted

 

ent or m

ts, bottom
tch,

ent of Defense. 

 or rem

hark as a res

 regula

 for

c

 harvest, 

t interrup

 allowed 

tuary.  

m

m

eans 

ation, 

ation, 

oved), 

tions,

 trawls, 

ore 

atter 

tio

rces 

 

u

 as 

n 

lt 



 

 
127 

If
that m
(2)
quality resu
caused by a com
coordinate with the Director fo
the harm
(f)
executed in accordan
Sanctuary perm
to section 310 of the Act. 
(g)
authorized b
1994, provided that the applicant 
authorizing agency that he or sh
com
and qualities. 
(h)
National Marine Sanctuary perm
section 10 of the Act authorizing,
production of oil, gas, or m
authorizations authorizing the expl
in a no-activity zone and issued after 

 it is d

 The prohibitions in paragraphs

 In the ev

 The prohibitions in paragraphs

 Notwithstanding paragraphs (f) 

plies with any term

inim
ete

 and, if possible, restore or re

r
i
m
zes any adverse im

lting f
ent of threatened or 

y

ined that an activ

 any leas

it issued pursuant to §922.48 and 

ponent of the Departm
rom

ce with the s

 an untoward in

e, perm

s and conditions the Director

inerals in a no-activ

it, licen

pact 
ity m

r the purpose of taking appro

e do

ac

it under §922.
 or otherwise approve, the explor

complies with §922.49, the Direct

co
 (a) (2) through (11) 

 (a) (2) through (11) 

tu

oration for, developm

on Sanctuary resources and qualities. 

and (g) of this section, in no

ay be car

p

es not object to issuan

al des

e, purpose, 

se, approval 

cident, in

the January 18, 1994 shall be invalid. 

place the Sanctuary re

ent of De

truc

rie

tio
clu

48 and §922.123 or a Special Use perm

ity zone. Any leases, perm

d

fense, the cognizant com

 out, such a

term

n of

§922.123 or a Special Use perm

d

or other authorization is

ing but not lim

 deem

, lo

s, and conditions of a National Marine 
of this section do not 

of this section do not apply to any activity 

ss of, or injury to a Sanctuary resource or 

ent of, or pr

ce of th
s necessary to prot

priate 
source or quality. 

ctiv

 event m

ity sha

ited to sp

e authorization, and the applican

action

ation for, developm

or notifies the 

oduction of oil, gas, or m

ll be car

a

s to respond to and m

 

ponent shall prom

y the Director issue a 

its, approvals, or other 

s

 

ills and grou

u

apply to any activity 

ed after Jan

ect Sanctuary resources 

 

ried o

it issued pursuant 

applicant and 

ut in a m

ent of, or 
it under 

ndings, 

uary 18, 

ptly 

anner 

i

itigate 

nerals 

t 

Appendices 

§ 922.123 
(a)
accordan
§922.48. 
(b)
Sanctuaries; ATTN: Sup
Avenue U, Building 216, Galveston, TX 
(c)
he or she deem
Directo
educational, natural or histori
operations in or near the Sanctuary in connection with
m
factors as
proposed activity; the duration of th
the m
which the conduct of the activity m
cum
consider such other facto
(d)
board all vessels or aircraft used

a

 The Director, at his or her discretion, m

 A person m

 It shall be a condition of any perm

 Applications for such perm

naging the Sanctuary.

ulative ef

ethods and procedures proposed by the applican

r f

ce with the s

: th

in

 

d

Permit procedures and criteria. 

e profession

s that the a

fects of

s appropriate, to conduct an activ

ay conduct an activity prohibited 

 the activity

co

ctiv

p

e

 In deciding whether to i
al qualifi

r

e, purpose, term

rintendent, Flower 

s as

ity will: f
cal reso

 he or she deem

its should be addr

 in the conduct of

; a

cations and financial ability of 

nd the end v
a

e activity and the duration of its 

y dim

u
urce value o

it issued 

rther r

s, and cond

77551. 

inish or enhance Sanctuar

ay issu

ese

Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary,

s appropriate. 

 

that the perm

arch related to Sanctuary resources; f

alu

ity prohibited by §922.122(a) 

essed to the Director, O

by §922.122(a)(2) through (11) if conducted in 

ssue a perm

f

 the activity. 

e a perm

 the Sanctu

e of

itions of a perm

t for the conduct of the activity; the extent to 

 a recent air or m

 the a

it, subject to such term

 
ctiv

it or a copy thereof be displayed on 

it, the Director shall cons

ar

  

y; furth

ity. In ad

the applic

y resources and qualities; the 

effects; the appropriateness of 

it issu

er salvage o
a

ffice of National Marine 

rine casualty; or assist in 

dition, the D

ed under th

ant as r

(2) through (11), if
s and conditions as 

ela

r re
urther the 

te

i

is section an

rec

covery 

ider such 
d to the 

 4700 

tor may 

 the 

d 

 



 

 
128 

 

 

 

 

  

West Flower Garden Bank
W–1 27 deg
W–2 27 deg
W–3 27 deg
W–4 27 deg
W–5 27 deg
W–6 27 deg
W–7 27 deg
W–8 27 deg
W–9 27 deg
W–10 27 de
W–11 27 de
W–12 27 de
W–13 27 de

. 49'

. 50'

. 51'

. 51'

. 52'

. 55'

. 54'

. 54'

. 54'
g. 53'
g. 52'
g. 50'
g. 49'

 10.163
 12.359
 12.827
 32.411
 49.887
 00.934
 58.330
 35.260
 14.803

 35.63
 57.34
 40.26
 10.89

24" 93 deg. 50'
76" 93 deg. 52'
77" 93 deg. 52'
45" 93 deg. 52'
91" 93 deg. 52'
50" 93 deg. 49'
40" 93 deg. 48'
67" 93 deg. 47'
34" 93 deg. 46'
704" 93 deg.
474" 93 deg.
361" 93 deg.
894" 93 deg.

: (NAD 27) 

 46'
 47'
 47'
 48'

 45.2715
 10.4715
 51.6348
 50.6698
 24.7705
 43.6809
 37.5450
 10.3486
 49.2896
 51.2582
 15.2642
 22.1417
 42.7230

  
4"  
8"  
8"  
3"  
3"  
0"  
1"  
6"  
3"  

5"  
8"  
9"  
7"  
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(e) The Director may, inter alia, make it a condition of any permit issued that any information 
obtained under the permit be made available to the public.  
(f) The Director may, inter alia, make it a condition of any permit issued that a NOAA official be 
allowed to observe any activity conducted under the permit and/or that the permit holder submit one 
or more reports on the status, progress, or results of any activity authorized by the permit.  

Appendix A to Subpart L of Part 922—Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary 
Boundary 

Coordinates 
This appendix contains a second set of boundary coordinates using the geographic positions of the 
North American Datum of 1983 (NAD 83). FGBNMS coordinates are now provided in both North 
American Datum of 1927 (NAD 27) and NAD 83.  

Point Latitude (N) Longitude (W
East Flowe
E–1 27 deg. 52'
E–2 27 deg. 53'
E–3 27 deg. 55'
E–4 27 deg. 57'
E–5 27 deg. 58'
E–6 27 deg. 59'
E–7 27 deg. 59'
E–8 27 deg. 55'
E–9 27 deg. 54'
E–10 27 deg. 53'
E–11 27 deg. 52'

r Garden Bank
 53.8271
 34.8343
 13.6428
 30.7192
 27.6689
 01.4155
 00.5088
 22.3825
 04.0560

 26.709
 52.069

8" 93 deg. 37'
4" 93 deg. 38'
6" 93 deg. 38'
7" 93 deg. 38'
6" 93 deg. 37'
4" 93 deg. 35'
8" 93 deg. 35'
8" 93 deg. 34'
5" 93 deg. 34'
72" 93 deg. 35'
98" 93 deg. 36'

: (NAD 27) 
)  

 41.30310" 
 23.35445" 
 40.34368" 
 33.26982" 
 46.12447" 
 31.74954" 
 09.69198" 
 14.79162" 
 18.88720" 

 05.0097
 57.2307

  

8"  
8"  
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Stetson Bank
S–1 28 deg. 09'
S–2 28 deg. 10'
S–3 28 deg. 10'
S–4 28 deg. 09'

: (NAD 27
 30.0673
 09.2437
 06.8803
 27.7042

8" 94 deg. 18'
4" 94 deg. 18'
6" 94 deg. 17'
5" 94 deg. 17'

)   
 31.34461" 
 29.57042" 
 23.26201" 
 25.04315" 

  
  
  
  

East Flowe
E–1 27 deg. 52'
E–2 27 deg. 53'
E–3 27 deg. 55'
E–4 27 deg. 57'
E–5 27 deg. 58'
E–6 27 deg. 59'
E–7 27 deg. 59'
E–8 27 deg. 55'
E–9 27 deg. 54'
E–10 27 deg. 53'
E–11 27 deg. 52'

r Garden Bank
 54.8428
 35.8042
 14.6104
 31.6834
 28.6315
 02.3765
 01.4698
 23.3484
 05.0238

 27.678
 53.040

8" 93 deg. 37'
8" 93 deg. 38'
8" 93 deg. 38'
9" 93 deg. 38'
3" 93 deg. 37'
8" 93 deg. 35'
3" 93 deg. 35'
9" 93 deg. 34'
7" 93 deg. 34'
71" 93 deg. 35'
47" 93 deg. 36'

: (NAD 83) 
 41.84187" 
 23.89520" 
 40.88638" 
 33.81421" 
 46.66809" 
 32.28918" 
 10.23088" 
 15.32560" 
 19.42020" 

 05.5437
 57.7680

  

9"  
5"  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

West Flower Garden Bank
W–1 27 deg
W–2 27 deg
W–3 27 deg
W–4 27 deg
W–5 27 deg
W–6 27 deg
W–7 27 deg
W–8 27 deg
W–9 27 deg
W–10 27 de
W–11 27 de
W–12 27 de
W–13 27 de

. 49'

. 50'

. 51'

. 51'

. 52'

. 55'

. 54'

. 54'

. 54'
g. 53'
g. 52'
g. 50'
g. 49'

 11.144
 13.340
 13.806
 33.389
 50.864
 01.906
 59.301
 36.232
 15.775

 36.60
 58.31
 41.24
 11.87

52" 93 deg. 50'
01" 93 deg. 52'
72" 93 deg. 52'
88" 93 deg. 52'
15" 93 deg. 52'
33" 93 deg. 49'
89" 93 deg. 48'
21" 93 deg. 47'
27" 93 deg. 46'
997" 93 deg.
880" 93 deg.
120" 93 deg.
936" 93 deg.

: (NAD 83) 

 46'
 47'
 47'
 48'

 45.8340
 11.0379
 52.2034
 51.2386
 25.3395
 44.2460
 38.1078
 10.9080
 49.8480
 51.8161
 15.8225
 22.6983
 43.2812

  
1"  
1"  
9"  
7"  
4"  
5"  
0"  
6"  
1"  

6"  
1"  
7"  
5"  

Stetson Bank
S–1 28 deg. 09'
S–2 28 deg. 10'
S–3 28 deg. 10'
S–4 28 deg. 09'
[65 FR 81178, Dec. 22, 2000]  

: (NAD 83
 31.0267
 10.2019
 07.8382
 28.6632

1" 94 deg. 18'
6" 94 deg. 18'
1" 94 deg. 17'
0" 94 deg. 17'

)   
 31.98164" 
 30.20776" 
 23.89688" 
 25.67770" 
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Appendix B to Subpart L of Part 922—Coordinates for the Department of the Interior 
Topographic Lease Stipulations for OCS Lease Sale 171 
Aliquot Part Description of Biological Stipulation Area East Garden Bank  
Block A–366 Texas Leasing Map No. 7C (High Island Area East Addition South  
Extension) 
SE1/4, SW1/4; S1/2, NE1/4, SE1/4; SE1/4, NW1/4, SE1/4; S1/2, SE1/4.  
Block A–376 
W1/2, NW1/4, SW1/4; SW1/4, SW1/4, SW1/4.  
Block A–374 
W1/2, NW1/4, NW1/4; W1/2, SW1/4, NW1/4; SE1/4, SW1/4, NW1/4; SW1/4,  
NE1/4, SW1/4, W1/2, SW1/4; W1/2, SE1/4, SW1/4; SE1/4, SE1/4, SW1/4.  
Block A–375 
E1/2; E1/2, NW1/4; E1/2, NW1/4, NW1/4; SW1/4, NW1/4, NW1/4; E1/2,  
SW1/4, NW1/4; NW1/4, SW1/4, NW1/4; SW1/4.  
Block A–388 
NE1/4; E1/2, NW1/4; E1/2, NW1/4, NW1/4; NE1/4, SW1/4, NW1/4; E1/2,  
NE1/4, SW1/4; NW1/4, NE1/4, SW1/4; NE1/4, NW1/4, SW1/4; NE1/4,  
SE1/4, SW1/4, NE1/4; NE1/4, NE1/4, SE1/4; W1/2, NE1/4, SE1/4; NW1/4,  
Block A–389 
NE1/4, NW1/4; NW1/4, NW1/4; SW1/4, NW1/4; NE1/4, SE1/4, NW1/4; W1/2,  

SE1/4, NW1/4; N1/2, NW1/4, SW1/4.  

Aliquot Part Description of Biological Stipulation Area West Garden Bank  

Block A–383 Texas Leasing Map No. 7C (High Island Area East Addition South  
Extension) 
E1/2, SE1/4, SE1/4; SW1/4, SE1/4, SE1/4. 
Block A–384 
W1/2, SW1/4, NE1/4; SE1/4, SW1/4, NE1/4; S1/2, SE1/4, NE1/4;  
SE1/4, NW1/4; E1/2, SW1/4; E1/2, NW1/4, SW1/4, SW1/4, NW1/4,  
SW1/4; SW1/4, SW1/4; SE1/4.  
Block A–385 
SW1/4, SW1/4, NW1/4; NW1/4, SW1/4; NW1/4, SW1/4, SW1/4.  
Block A–397 
W1/2, W1/2, NW1/4; W1/2, NW1/4, SW1/4; NW1/4; SW1/4, SW1/4.  
Block A–398 
Entire block.  
Block A–399 
E1/2, SE1/4, NE1/4, NW1/4; E1/2, SE1/4, NW1/4; E1/2, NE1/4, SW1/4;  
SW1/4, NE1/4, SW1/4; NE1/4, SE1/4, SW1/4.  
Block A–401 
NE1/4, NE1/4; N1/2, NW1/4, NE1/4; NE1/4, SE1/4, NE1/4.  
Block 134 Official Protraction Diagram NG15–02 (Garden Banks) 
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